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MEMBER FOR VASSE — ROAD TRAFFIC INCIDENT 

281. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s comments that the member for Vasse would provide a full explanation about the events 
of 22–23 February. Did the Premier ask the member for Vasse if he had been drinking before he drove on the 
night in question; and what was the answer? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
The member for Vasse, as I requested of him on Sunday night when we spoke on the phone, has made a 
statement to the Parliamentary Liberal Party, and I thank him for that—I think all members do; it was not easy. 
He also made himself available to answer questions from the media for around half an hour this morning. That is 
what I asked him to do. That is what he has done. 

Mr M. McGowan: He did not answer any questions! That is the problem. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did not inquire into the detail of what happened on that particular night. 

Mr P.B. Watson: You should have! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That may be the member’s assumption. As I have said in this Parliament and in a media 
conference, the only information that I had was on his state of health, which I was concerned about—certainly at 
that time—and remain concerned about. Any issue relating to damage to the ministerial car only became known 
to me two weeks later, and I have outlined that in detail. 

Mr M. McGowan: But have you asked him the question? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I have not. I make it clear that I am not an investigator in this. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Hang on! Be very clear, Leader of the Opposition, that the issue of damage to the 
ministerial vehicle and to other vehicles was and is a matter for police investigation. It would be improper for me 
to interfere in that in any way, and I did not. 

Mr M. McGowan: Ask him now!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It would be quite improper. The police investigated the matter and laid charges for traffic 
offences. The member for Vasse pleaded guilty and he has suffered a penalty. In addition, he is no longer a 
member of cabinet. The Leader of the Opposition may assert whatever he wishes—he can do that if he wants 
to—but I am not placing myself in the position of an investigator. I am concerned. I in no way condone what 
happened. I have made that clear to the member for Vasse and I have made that clear publicly. If the Leader of 
the Opposition has some further information that he thinks is pertinent to these issues, by all means he should 
state it. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 
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